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Please note that while we attempt to keep all
versions of AWS documentation up to date,
the original AWS Standard 2.0 and Guidance,
published in English and downloaded as a
PDF via adws.org, remains the official version
and the one used for certification purposes.
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NORMATIVE STATEMENT

This document contains the AWS Standard and is a key document in the AWS Standard System. The
AWS Standard consists of the Glossary, Introduction, five steps and their associated Criteria and
Indicators. The Introduction, Steps, Criteria, Indicators, and Glossary are considered normative. The
Introduction is informative only but is important to understand the Normative Requirements.

LIST OF NORMATIVE REFERENCES

The following documents listed below contain provisions, which, through reference in this text,
become part of this document. The text of this document may add, delete, or modify requirements
in these documents. When a normative reference differs with this document, the requirements as
stated in this document shall apply. Note: When references specify a date or version number of later
amendments or revisions of that document do not apply as a normative requirement. For documents
without dates or version numbers, the latest published edition of the document referred to applies.

(i) No Normative References

LEGAL NOTICE
Should any of The AWS International Water Stewardship Standard’s Criteria and/or Indicators included
in this document be in contradiction with local or national law, the latter shall prevail.

CONFORMANCE
To be in conformance with this Standard, the user must conform with all Criteria and Indicators.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

No part of this work covered by the publisher’s copyright may be reproduced or copied in any form
or by any means (graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, recording
taping, or information retrieval systems) without the written permission of the publisher.

AWS prohibits any modification of part or all of the contents in any form.

Printed copies are uncontrolled and for reference only. Please refer to the electronic copy on the
AWS International website (www.a4ws.org) to ensure you are referring to the latest version.

INTERPRETATION, DISPUTES AND COMPLAINTS NOTICE

Questions of interpretations of the AWS International Water Stewardship Standard are addressed
through procedures devised by the Scheme Owner, the Alliance for Water Stewardship. When disputes
and complaints arise between stakeholders concerning compliance or the interpretation of the AWS
Standard, then the relevant AWS procedures for dispute resolution and interpretation shall apply.

NOTES ON THIS VERSION

The Alliance for Water Stewardship as Scheme Owner has responsibility for this document and will
periodically review and update it. The next revision is scheduled for 2023. The Alliance for Water
Stewardship also welcomes comments on this document at any time. Contact: info@a4ws.org.
Alliance for Water Stewardship, 2 Quality Street, North Berwick, Scotland, EH39 4HW.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 22 MARCH 2019

This version of the AWS Standard is valid from 22 March 2019. This version
supercedes all previous versions and includes new and changed requirements. Organizations that
start their certification on or after 1 May 2019 will use this version. Organizations that are certified
on or after 22 March 2018 will need to comply with all applicable requirements for surveillance and
recertification audits following the AWS Document entitled: “AWS Transition of certifications to AWS
Standard v 2.0_March 2019”

Initial Publication Date: 22 March 2019

Version History

Version No.: Date: Description of Amendment:

V1.0 2014-04-08 First Version. Date Approved: 2014-04-08

V2.0 2019-03-22 Second Version. Date Approved: 2019-01-28
LANGUAGE VARIATION NOTICE

Translations of this standard and other documents in the AWS System may be accomplished by
others. If there are differences between the English and other language versions, the English
language version shall prevail.

Contact Information

Alliance for Water Stewardship
International Secretariat

2 Quality Street

North Berwick, EH39 4HW
Scotland

www.a4ws.org
info@a4ws.org
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ALLIANCE FOR WATER STEWARDSHIP (SCIO)

2 QUALITY STREET,
NORTH BERWICK,
SCOTLAND, EH39 4HW

www.a4ws.org
info@adws.org

AWS is registered as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SC045894)
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